
 
Asking for a Friend, Can you lose your salvation? 

Peter 3:15b 

August 9th, 2020 

 

Salvation is deliverance from sin! Colossians 1:21-22, Romans 6:23  

 

Salvation is in Christ. Romans 8:1,  2 Corinthians 5:17, Romans 6:3-4  

 Galatians 3:27 

 

Salvation can be forfeited. 1 Chronicles 28:9, Ezekiel 18:24  

Matthew 10:22, Revelation 2:10, 3:5  

 

Three ways a saved person can “lose” salvation; 

 1. The Rejection and denial of Christ. Romans 11:17-23  

 2. Habitual and Unrepentant Sin. James 5:19-20, 2 Peter 2:20-22, Hebrews 10:26-27  

 3. Having a Fruitless/Dead Faith. James 2:14, 17, 19-20 

 

1 Peter 3:15 NLT Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your 

hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it. 
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1 Peter 3:15 NLT Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your 

hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it.  
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"We take the position that a Christian’s sin does not damn his soul. The way a Christian lives, what he 

says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward other people have nothing whatever to do with the 

salvation of his soul...And all the sins he may commit from murder to idolatry will not make his soul in 

any more danger.” - Sam Morris  

"If I killed my wife and mother and raped a thousand women I couldn’t go to hell--in fact, I couldn’t go 

to hell if I wanted to." - Bill Foster 
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Salvation is deliverance from sin!  

 

Colossians 1:21-22 CEV You used to be far from God. Your thoughts made you His enemies, and you did 

evil things. But His Son became a human and died. So God made peace with you, and now He lets you stand 

in His presence as people who are holy and faultless and innocent.”  

 

Romans 6:23 NIV For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.     
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Salvation is in Christ.   

 

Romans 8:1 NLT So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 

  

2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old 

life is gone; a new life has begun! 

 

Everything we have is in Christ:  

 Eternal life is IN Christ, No condemnation is IN Christ, Grace is IN Christ, Forgiveness is IN 

Christ, Redemption is IN Christ, God’s good pleasure is IN Christ, Every spiritual blessing is IN Christ, 

and being made alive, chosen, becoming a new creation is IN Christ.   

 

Romans 6:3-4 NLT Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined 

him in his death? 4 For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives.  

 

Galatians 3:27 NLT And all who have been united with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on 

new clothes.  
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Salvation can be forfeited.  
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1 Chronicles 28:9 NLT And Solomon, my son, learn to know the God of your ancestors intimately. Worship 

and serve Him with your whole heart and a willing mind. For the Lord sees every heart and knows every 

plan and thought. If you seek Him, you will find Him. But if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever.  

 



Ezekiel 18:24 NLT However, if righteous people turn from their righteous behavior and start doing sinful 

things and act like other sinners, should they be allowed to live? No, of course not! All their righteous acts 

will be forgotten, and they will die for their sins.  

 

Matthew 10:22 NIV You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will 

be saved.  

 

Revelation 2:10 NLT Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw some of you into 

prison to test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you remain faithful even when facing death, I will give 

you the crown of life. 

 

Revelation 3:5 NLT All who are victorious will be clothed in white. I will never erase their names from the 

Book of Life, but I will announce before my Father and His angels that they are mine. 
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Three ways a saved person can lose salvation.  

 1. The Rejection and denial of Christ.  
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Romans 11:17-23 NLT But some of these branches from Abraham’s tree—some of the people of Israel—

have been broken off. And you Gentiles, who were branches from a wild olive tree, have been grafted in. So 

now you also receive the blessing God has promised Abraham and his children, sharing in the rich 

nourishment from the root of God’s special olive tree. 18 But you must not brag about being grafted in to 

replace the branches that were broken off. You are just a branch, not the root. 19 “Well,” you may say, “those 

branches were broken off to make room for me.” 20 Yes, but remember—those branches were broken off 

because they didn’t believe in Christ, and you are there because you do believe. So don’t think highly of 

yourself, but fear what could happen. 21 For if God did not spare the original branches, He won’t spare you 

either. 22 Notice how God is both kind and severe. He is severe toward those who disobeyed, but kind to you if 

you continue to trust in His kindness. But if you stop trusting, you also will be cut off. 23 And if the people of 

Israel turn from their unbelief, they will be grafted in again, for God has the power to graft them back into 

the tree. 
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Three ways a saved person can lose salvation.  

 2. Habitual and Unrepentant Sin.  

 

James 5:19-20 NLT  My dear brothers and sisters, if someone among you wanders away from the truth and 

is brought back, 20 you can be sure that whoever brings the sinner back from wandering will save that person 

from death and bring about the forgiveness of many sins.  

 

2 Peter 2:20-22 NLT And when people escape from the wickedness of the world by knowing our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ and then get tangled up and enslaved by sin again, they are worse off than before. 21 It 

would be better if they had never known the way to righteousness than to know it and then reject the 

command they were given to live a holy life. 22 They prove the truth of this proverb: “A dog returns to its 

vomit.” And another says, “A washed pig returns to the mud.”  

 

Hebrews 10:26-27 NLT Dear friends, if we deliberately continue sinning after we have received knowledge of 

the truth, there is no longer any sacrifice that will cover these sins. 27 There is only the terrible expectation of 

God’s judgment and the raging fire that will consume His enemies. 
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Three ways a saved person can lose salvation.  

 3. Having a Fruitless/Dead Faith.  

 

James 2:14, 17, 19-20 NLT What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t 

show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 
17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.  
19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, 

and they tremble in terror. 20 How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless?  
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Three ways a saved person can “lose” salvation; 

 1. The Rejection And Denial Of Christ.  

 2. Habitual and Unrepentant Sin.  

 3. Having a Fruitless/Dead Faith.  
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1 Peter 3:15 NLT Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your 

hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it. 
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